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Introduction 

In 27-28 January 2002, the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and 
Development (APWLD) had its first collective Strategic Planning Meeting. The 
meeting in Chiangmai, Thailand was attended by members of the Regional 
Council, representatives of the different Task Forces and other active 
members of the network.  The main objective was to come up with a 3-year 
plan (2003-2005) for each programme, consistent with the general objectives 
of the network.  To achieve this, there were discussions which led to 
identifying key regional issues, which would frame the plan of actions of 
APWLD through its six different programmes. The APWLD programmes are 
Labour and Migration, Rural and Indigenous Women, Violence Against 
Women, Women’s Participation in Political Processes, Women and 
Environment and Women’s Human Rights.  

The key regional issues identified were as follows –

globalisation – (the increasing poverty among the poorer sectors of the 
society) economic deprivation which leads to more violence against 
women, trafficking of women, environmental degradation, migration, 
militarization, armed conflict, increase in the number of refugees, 
HIV/AIDS, identity politics, global insecurity, challenges to democracy 
and civil liberties, women’s political participation and the multiple 
discrimination of women. (Minutes of Strategic Planning Meeting, 27-
28 January 2002)

From this process, each programme had its 3-year plan within the framework 
of resisting the policies of deregulation, liberalisation and privatization of 
national economies within the rubric of neoliberal economic globalisation.

APWLD, as of January 2004, has an active membership of 142 
individuals/organisations from 25 countries in the region. The diversity of the 
network is both its strength and its one of its greatest challenges –
negotiations on priorities of program activities, focus of advocacy venues, etc.  
With this shifting diversity, comes the necessity to ensure, every now and 
then, that there is a unified position or at the very least, perspective on 
fundamental issues.  

The General Assembly of APWLD in February 2004, the first in its 17 years of 
existence, was a celebration of this diversity.

The APWLD secretariat asked Titi Soentoro, member of the Regional Council, 
the Programme and Management (P&M) Committee and member of the Rural 
and Indigenous Women (RIW) Task Force, to make a presentation on 
globalisation and its impacts on women.  The discussion which ensued from 
the body which was composed of the members of the regional council and 
representatives of the task forces exhibited this diversity - in context, in 
experiences as well as in political lines.  



There were discussions about “winners and losers”, and the positive and 
negative impacts of globalisation on women. Thus, the recommendation from 
some was for APWLD to be more specific in identifying the exploitative 
aspects of globalisation.  However, there were opposing views on this 
framework.  There were those who asserted that globalisation is neoliberal 
capitalism, and that therefore be opposed as a system, and work towards
structural changes. This was the main thesis of Titi’s presentation. 

At the end of the interesting and animated discussion, there was common 
recognition that “women” is not a monolithic sector of our society.  The profit-
seeking motive of globalisation entrenches corporate control in our lives. This 
causes further alienation of communities from the resources, means of 
production, decision-making and control of their lives. The women from these 
sectors and communities are the women that APWLD stand for, and work 
with.  

Like Inah.  An Indonesian woman street vendor whose life we will be told 
about in this paper that Titi Soentoro has presented in the General Assembly. 
This paper substantiates the discussion of how globalisation and its processes 
impact negatively on the lives of women, like Inah, who make up 80% of the 
world’s poor people (Patriarchy and Globalisation, Claaacg8 Journal April 2003, retrieved from 
http://www.nadir.org/nadir/initiativ/agp/gender/patriarchyglobalization.htm)

Titi’s paper traces the roots of globalisation, refuting that it is a phenomenon, 
but a process which started “some hundred years ago.” It brings to fore the 
power propelling this process – from the international to the national and 
community level – from the colonial powers, the multilateral institutions and 
the national elites. 

As mentioned earlier, this paper was the starting point of the discussion 
within the members of the General Assembly.  While the analysis presented 
here is shared by a substantial number of the membership, this does not fully 
represent the views and positions of the entire network.  In fact, the main 
objective of publishing this is to stir more discussions within the network, for 
a sharper critique of globalisation, and towards developing alternatives. 

This is the challenge that APWLD as a network faces, given its diversity – the
formulation of criticism to globalisation from a particular perspective.  While 
APWLD may have a woman’s viewpoint, the task is bigger than exposing the 
effects of globalisation on women, and identifying the winners and losers in 
this.  While we acknowledge that there are gender-specific inequalities 
occurring and being perpetuated by globalisation processes, and that women, 
usually, are carrying the brunt of oppression and domination, we need to go 
further.  We do not just work towards the interest of “women” as a particular 
sector in our society. We need to have gender relations as part of our analysis 
and criticism of globalisation. The power relations within social structures at 
all levels is one of the foundations of domination of and oppression by this 



ideology.  To incorporate this in our analysis will require us to take more than 
a women’s point of view, but that of a feminist perspective.   Ariane Brensell,
in her article “The Globalization Critical Movement” (2003), proffers starting 
points for developing alternatives.  “A feminist anti-patriarchal perspective, 
which is not based on essentialisms and which does not reduce gender 
relations to questions of identity, but recognizes these as a practice for 
maintaining domination, could offer an approach to this task.”  

Moreover, with Titi’s sharing of Inah’s life as a starting point of her discussion 
of globalisation, we are exhorted to bring down these big questions of 
women’s oppression and marginalisation into our very lives - how domination, 
how power relations are played in our daily lives, in the factories, in the 
communities, in our own organisations, in our families, and even in our 
intimate relationships.  

This interrogation of our daily lives as women is important as these are 
somehow pushed in the background, set as a context, but not being taken as 
the subject itself, as the matter at hand. But it is.  Inah’s life as well as of the 
others, are the matters at hand.  

While we attend international and regional forums and discussions to be able 
to forge solidarity with the other movements, we as APWLD, should continue 
to be creative and resourceful in bringing grassroots women together.  It is 
with their stories, our stories, woven together, can we grasp the real impacts 
of these supra structures of globalisation in our lives.  And it is from these 
stories of struggles, resistance and survival that we derive not just hope, but 
foundations of a better, just and humane world. 

judy a. pasimio
August 2004

(Special thanks for Jane Real, Regional Coordinator and Cait Sainsbury, 
APWLD intern 2004 for their assistance in editing the paper.)


